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Discussion of the Draft Book on the Ankole Long horn cattle
conservation

The herders who participated in the discussion of the Ankole Longhorn
conservation draft book

After collection of data, a document was made in both the English and the local
Runyankore languages.

The information was then designed and laid out in form of a book which had one
side in the English language and the other side in the local Runyankore
language.

A one day meeting was organized and 15 of the herders who had participated in
the previous consultative meetings of March 2009 were invited. The criteria used
to select the participants in the draft discussion were that they had participated in
the documentation; they could at least read one of the languages well and had to
know the Runyankore language and culture well.

The meeting aimed at giving the herders’ representatives an opportunity to read
the book and edit it by making additions and deletions accordingly.
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After the introductions, the participants were informed about the main objective of
the meeting which was to have a corrected document of what the herders had
put across during the March 2009 meetings. They were also asked on the
method to be followed to have a well corrected document and they all agreed
that one person, at a time should take the rest through the document and that the
rest make comments accordingly.

The 11 herders who turned up for the meeting made a great contribution,
especially for the Runyankore language and informed a lot on the part of the
cultural beliefs and origin of the Ankole Longhorn cattle. Two people alternated to
do the reading and everyone else was alert and they all contributed by making
several comments whenever necessary.

A group of herders during the ALHC conservation draft book discussion

After the draft discussion, the corrections and additions and other comments
were all integrated into the herders’ book.

After proof reading the final book several times, the service provider was allowed
to print 500 copies of the book.
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Ankole Long horn cattle conservation book launch

The launch of the Book on the conservation of the Ankole Longhorn cattle was
held on the 3/2/2010 at Sanga sub county headquarters, in Nyabushozi, Kiruhura
district of South Western Uganda.

The participants included the herders who had participated and those who had
not participated in the documentation of the Ankole longhorn cattle breed. There
were local and opinion leaders, Veterinarians from the National Animal genetic
Resources Center and Data Bank, Government conservation farm managers,
PENHA staff from the U.K and Uganda offices, the LIFE Network Africa co-
ordinator, the local, national and regional media people and other stakeholders.
Out of the 97 participants, 41 were female.

Participants raise their books when called upon to officially launch the book
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Programme of the day (see attached schedule)

The launch of the Book on the Conservation of the Ankole longhorn cattle started
at 12:50PM because the participants arrived late at the venue. A welcome note
and introductory remarks were made by Elizabeth, the PENHA staff who was
also the lead facilitator of the documentation process. She invited the local leader
present to bless the function and welcome the participants in the area.

Mr. Mugyenyi Safari, the Sanga sub county district councillor, called upon a
participant to lead a prayer. He then welcomed all participants to his area and
thanked them for actively responding to development meetings like this one. He
called upon government to put in place policies that support the livestock sector.

Elizabeth Katushabe then gave the participants a brief of the objectives of the
documentation of the Ankole longhorn cattle breed and thus the launch. She
mentioned that there is need to reduce indiscriminate cross breeding of the
Ankole cattle with exotic dairy and beef cattle. She added that with the loss of the
indigenous breed, there would be loss of cultural heritage and indigenous
knowledge. Further more the loss of the indigenous breed would mean loss of
the adaptability traits which are very important for the climate change mitigation
and food security. She also said that it was important to know that livestock
keepers also have rights.

Dr. Jacob Wanyama, the LIFE Network Africa chapter Co-ordinator, informed
the participants that the organization aims at empowering the local communities
by encouraging them to continue using their indigenous knowledge which is
crucial in the sustainable management of their livelihood.

He remarked that the attendance showed the interest the community had in the
conservation of their way of living. He also informed them that the international
community had a lot of interest in the preservation of the indigenous genetic
stock to combat climate change and maintain genetic diversity in the world. He
said that during the documentation, the herders mentioned the traits that were
desirable among the Ankole cattle breed.

He said that the team that had participated in the documentation, particularly Dr.
Evelyn Mathias from the League for Pastoral Peoples and Endogenous Livestock
Development (LPP), found the main challenges in the conservation were: lack of
land, herders preferring the exotics to the indigenous cattle because the former
produce more milk, the government policies which aim at modernization of
agriculture. This, he said, has led to changes in production systems in the area.
He further mentioned that there was documented evidence that 62 indigenous
breeds had disappeared from the world out of the 7,600 documented breeds.
The limited documentation of these breeds also posed a challenge in recording
their population trends as well as their importance in the ecology of the areas
where they occur.


