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Executive Summary:
PENHA conducted a Socio-Economic Baseline-Survey in Kassala State, Eastern
Sudan, in three selected villages; Gulsa (around 12,000 families), Fadayeeb
(around 6,300 families), Gulsa, & Sursur (around 250 families). The purpose of
the baseline survey was to assess the socio-economic context, identify constraints
on and opportunities for women to increase their participation in economic
activity, assess existing income generating activities and enterprises, to map
existing institutions, networks & key actors, including prominent individuals, to
identify ways of facilitating beneficiaries' access to them and to identify those
who are engaged in the promotion of women's economic activity.

A random selection was done for the samples of the survey, and three hundred
(300) samples were picked up. Two of the participants in the study were familiar
with the local language which facilitated and guaranteed the collection of useful
information from the interviews with those who did not speak Arabic.

The survey ran smoothly because PENHA had a good relationship with pastoral
people in the three targeted villages; the males who participated in the survey
were able to interview women.

The tools used in the study were; surveys, focus group discussions and
observations.

The surveys & focus group discussions covered many aspects: general
information about the interviewee, marital status, number of children, type of
economic activity, skills, number of working hours (for working ladies), sources
of incomes, participation in political decisions, freedom of movement for business
and social activities, obstacles that faced women in business; economic & social
ones.

Method:

The socio-economic survey was conducted at Sursur, Fadayeeb and Gulsa with an
overall sample size of three hundred people; both quantitative and qualitative data
were collected using face to face individual interviews, focus group discussions
and observations.
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A Statistical Package for Social Science (SPSS) is used to analyze the data
collected.

Highlights of findings:

The age in the survey was divided into 4 categories;

Children: Age (10-17) they were (13.3 %).
Adults: Age (18-24) they were 13.3%.

Age (25-31) they were 23.7%.
Age (32-38) and they were 16%,
Above 39 of age were (32.7) from the sample size (300).

The tribes found in the selected villages were:
Bani Amir and they represented 63.7% of the inhabitants.
Hadandawa were 26.3%
Other tribes were only 9%.

Education:
Illiteracy is 57.7%
Religious education (Khalwa) represented 27%
Primary level represented 12.7%.

Married women represented a noticeable percentage 59%, followed by widows
18%, and a divorce rate of 10.3%.

Early marriages age (10-17) appeared clearly as a high percentage rate: 65.7%.

Polygamy was not a phenomenon, 2 wives represented 1%, 4 wives' represented
0.3%. It was clear that economic reasons prevented men from having more than
one wife.

One household could be occupied by 6 to 8 persons (15.7% to 14.7%) and the
number of households with only one person working comprised the highest
percentage at 84%.
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The daily income for the head of the family ranged between 6-10 SDG (61%),
while the daily expenses ranged between 1-5 SDG (75%).

48.7% of women do not have any daily income while 37.7% have a daily income
1-5 SDG.

33.7% of women worked. They work in handicraft items. The majority (55.3%)
were not working.

Woman who could have a business of their own was 45.3%, 31% of women could
not move for business by themselves and 21% had to be accompanied by males.
For social events the percentage of women who could go by themselves was
50.7% whereas 49% were accompanied.

Women do not participate in decision making in political & public matters. Only
(0.3%). However they are highly active in other decisions concerning family,
trade, marriage and bringing up children (89%).

52% of working women devoted their income to the whole family while only a
small proportion, 0.3%, kept their income for themselves.

A very significant percentage of women had no access to information through
radio 68.3% and 94.3% of them had no TV and 99% of women could not
communicate through phones because they lacked the devices.

The major obstacle facing women in business is the lack of capital (79%),
followed by a lack of skills (17%).

Focus Group Participants:

The total number of focus group discussion participants was 60 in the three
villages (Fadayeeb, Gulsa & Sursur). Both males and females participated in the
discussions.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

1-1: Introduction:

The basic task of this study was to gather, summaries and present information
related to the socio-economic situation of pastoral women in Kassala State,
Eastern Sudan, in three selected villages, Fadayeeb, Gulsa & Sursur. Despite the
fact that there is a growing global and domestic concern about Pastoral
communities, the literature on women in pastoral societies is relatively limited,
and many questions are only partially answered. There is therefore an emerging
need to know more about pastoralists’ house-hold organization and their social
organization, their gender division of labour and the role that women play in the
community as well as their socio-economic status.

As pastoralists are important sectors of the society in Sudan as well as in other
countries "a total human population of 500-600 million people. Of these total
some 30-40 million are believed to have "animal based" economies and the
majority of these are pastoralists. Within the 30-40 million, 50-60 per cent is
found in Africa, 25-30 per cent in Asia, 15 per cent in the Americas, and less than
1 per cent in Australia... In terms of the number of pastoralists, the most important
single countries are (in rough order of numbers) Sudan, USA, Somalia, Chad,
Ethiopia, Kenya, Mali, Mauritania, India and China, each with about 1 million or
more pastoralists including men, women, and children." Stanford (1983:2)

In Sudan, women constitute 13,880,000 out of the total population of 28,098,000.
The last census in 1993 demonstrated that the gender ratio was 102 males for
every 100 female. The Sudanese women bear an average of 5.7 children at a
fertility rate of 6.4 compounded with a high rate of maternal mortality of 660 per
100 000 life birth (Practical Action, 2007).

The study was conducted in order to gather more information about the socio-
economic condition of pastoral women in Eastern Sudan and to decide suitable
ways to empower them.

The study was conducted by PENHA, an African inspired and African led
organisation founded in 1998 by group of exiles from the Horn of Africa. PENHA
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2002), perhaps unaware that in addition to a very restrictive position
on women (see, for example, "Kabul Women Under Virtual House Arrest",
'The Washington Post', 7 October 1996), the Taliban also did not
tolerate a single church in Afghanistan. Contrast this with a 5 April
1998 'New York Times' article by James McKinley which noted:
"Khartoum's churches on Sunday are filled to overflowing with Christians,
worshipping freely, and those congregations are growing."
2 "Women in Sudan", Sudan Update, available at
www.sudanupdate.org. See, also, for an examination of the earlier years,
Carolyn Fleurh-Lobban, "Women and Social Liberation. The Sudan
Experience", Arab-American University Graduates Information Papers
No.12, March 1974 and Carolyn Fleurh-Lobban, "Women in the Political
Arena in the Sudan." Paper presented at the 7th Annual Middle East
Studies Association Meeting, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 8-10 November 1973,
3 Carolyn Fleurh-Lobban, "Challenging Some Myths: Women in Shari'a
Law in the Sudan", 'Expedition', Spring 1983, pp. 33-34.
4 Carolyn Fleurh-Lobban, "Challenging Some Myths: Women in Shari'a
Law in the Sudan", 'Expedition', Spring 1983, p. 34.
5 In April 1999, President al-Bashir appointed Zeinab Muhammad
Mahmoud Abd al-Karim as Sudan's first woman ambassador.
6 "Section: Women and Children: C.19", 'Sudan Assessment' (Version
4), Country Information and Policy Unit, Immigration and Nationality
Directorate, Home Office, London, September 1999.
7 "Ten Sudanese Daughters Honoured", 'Sudanow', Khartoum, August
1996.
8 "Human Rights: Sudan Women Take Their Place in Driver's Seat",
News Article by Inter-Press Service, 24 November 1997.
9 'Sudanese Woman: Views and Facts', The Advisory Council for
Human Rights, Khartoum, 1997.
10 Carolyn Fleurh-Lobban, "Challenging Some Myths: Women in Shari'a
Law in the Sudan", 'Expedition', Spring 1983, pp.32-33.
11 "Sudanese Women Fight Arab Taboos Against Female Judges", News
Article by Agence France Presse, 29 May 1998.
12 "In Sudan, 'Women Have Equal Rights'", 'The Times' (London), 27
February 2002.
13 "In Sudan, 'Women Have Equal Rights'", 'The Times' (London), 27
February 2002.
14 "Sudanese Women in Leading Posts", 'Sudanow', Khartoum, April
1992.
15 See, for example, Lilian Sanderson, "University Education for
Sudanese Women in African Perspectives", Sudan Society, No. 3, (1975),
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pp. 21-30; 'Girls Education in the Sudan', Educational Planning Unit
Documentary Series No. 7, Ministry of Education, Khartoum, 1970.
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CHAPTER III
ANALYSIS

3-1: Introduction:

A statistical package for social science (SPSS) was used for analysis in order to
reach a thorough understanding of the socio-economic impact of women in
Eastern Sudan-Kassala State at selected villages ; Fadayeeb, Gulsa & Sarsur
where these villages are inhabited with pastoralist and agro-pastalist: Bani Amir,
Hadandawa and other tribes.

3-2: Analysis

The tables below show the frequency of the variables in the socio-economic
questionnaire as well as the percent, valid percent and cumulative percent. The
sample size was 300 women from different age groups and there were some
missing values appeared in the data entry.

The tables are accompanied with figures and in some cases commentary, for more
explanation.

Age of women interviewed

Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative

Percent

10 -17 40 13.3 13.5 13.5

18 - 24 40 13.3 13.5 26.9

25 - 31 71 23.7 23.9 50.8

32 - 38 48 16.0 16.2 67.0

=<39 98 32.7 33.0 100.0

Valid

Total 297 99.0 100.0

Missing 3 1.0

Total 300 100.0
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Tribes

Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative

Percent

Bani Aamir 191 63.7 64.3 64.3

Hadandawah 79 26.3 26.6 90.9

Others 27 9.0 9.1 100.0

Valid

Total 297 99.0 100.0

Missing 3 1.0

Total 300 100.0
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Villages

Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative

Percent

Golsa 133 44.3 44.3 44.3

Fadaieb 73 24.3 24.3 68.7

Sarsoor 94 31.3 31.3 100.0

Valid

Total 300 100.0 100.0

Education Level:

The table below shows the education level of women. The highest rate is
illiteracy; 57.7% followed by religious education (Khalwa) 27% and only 12.7 in
primary school.

Education Level

Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative

Percent

Illiterate 173 57.7 59.2 59.2

Khalwa 81 27.0 27.7 87.0

Primary 38 12.7 13.0 100.0

Valid

Total 292 97.3 100.0

Missing 8 2.7

Total 300 100.0
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Marital Status:

The marital status below reflects that the married women are the highest
percentage (59%) among the selected samples. Widows represent a noticeable
percentage and the divorce rate is 10.3 percent. (Most of the divorce cases were
due to poverty as appeared in the focus group discussion)

Marital Status

Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative

Percent

Unmarried 37 12.3 12.3 12.3

Married 177 59.0 59.0 71.3

Widow 55 18.3 18.3 89.7

Divorced 31 10.3 10.3 100.0

Valid

Total 300 100.0 100.0
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When She got married

Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative

Percent

Unmarried 37 12.3 12.3 12.3

10 – 17 172 57.3 57.3 69.7

18 – 24 85 28.3 28.3 98.0

=< 25 6 2.0 2.0 100.0

Valid

Total 300 100.0 100.0

The table and figure above shows the highest rate of early marriages among
women (65.7) and the range of age between 10 to 17 years old. (This is the age of
schooling).



27

No. of years of marriage

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent

Less than 1 year 23 7.7 8.7 8.7

1 8 2.7 3.0 11.8

2 14 4.7 5.3 17.1

3 28 9.3 10.6 27.8

4 16 5.3 6.1 33.8

5 17 5.7 6.5 40.3

6 11 3.7 4.2 44.5

7 4 1.3 1.5 46.0

8 12 4.0 4.6 50.6

9 5 1.7 1.9 52.5

10 20 6.7 7.6 60.1

12 9 3.0 3.4 63.5

14 6 2.0 2.3 65.8

15 17 5.7 6.5 72.2

16 3 1.0 1.1 73.4

17 8 2.7 3.0 76.4

18 16 5.3 6.1 82.5

19 3 1.0 1.1 83.7

20 8 2.7 3.0 86.7

21 1 .3 .4 87.1

22 1 .3 .4 87.5

23 3 1.0 1.1 88.6

24 3 1.0 1.1 89.7

25 4 1.3 1.5 91.3

28 5 1.7 1.9 93.2

30 8 2.7 3.0 96.2

33 3 1.0 1.1 97.3

34 1 .3 .4 97.7

35 2 .7 .8 98.5

39 1 .3 .4 98.9

40 3 1.0 1.1 100.0

Valid

Total 263 87.7 100.0

Unmarried 37 12.3

Total 300 100.0
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If married, husband is around or not around

Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative

Percent

Unmarried, widowed & divorced 123 41.0 41.0 41.0

husband is around 167 55.7 55.7 96.7

husband is not around 10 3.3 3.3 100.0

Valid

Total 300 100.0 100.0

No. of wives

Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative

Percent

Unmarried 37 12.3 12.3 12.3

1 259 86.3 86.3 98.7

2 3 1.0 1.0 99.7

4 1 .3 .3 100.0

Valid

Total 300 100.0 100.0

The above table shows the number of wives. Having one wife represents a very
high rate (75%); three families there were two wives, and one family four wives.
The economic situations behind this high percentage as the participants clarify in
the focus discussion groups.
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No. of female children

Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative

Percent

0 125 41.7 42.4 42.4

1 77 25.7 26.1 68.5

2 78 26.0 26.4 94.9

3 8 2.7 2.7 97.6

4 7 2.3 2.4 100.0

Valid

Total 295 98.3 100.0

Missing 5 1.7

Total 300 100.0

Age of female children

Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative

Percent

None 126 42.0 42.1 42.1

0 – 5 52 17.3 17.4 59.5

6 – 17 73 24.3 24.4 83.9

=< 18 48 16.0 16.1 100.0

Valid

Total 299 99.7 100.0

Missing System 1 .3

Total 300 100.0



30

No. of male children

Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative

Percent

0 81 27.0 27.2 27.2

1 133 44.3 44.6 71.8

2 75 25.0 25.2 97.0

3 7 2.3 2.3 99.3

4 2 .7 .7 100.0

Valid

Total 298 99.3 100.0

Missing 2 .7

Total 300 100.0

Age of male children

Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative

Percent

None 88 29.3 29.5 29.5

0 – 5 11 3.7 3.7 33.2

6 – 17 95 31.7 31.9 65.1

=< 18 104 34.7 34.9 100.0

Valid

Total 298 99.3 100.0

Missing 2 .7

Total 300 100.0

The table below shows that the proportion of households (15.7-14.7%) with 6-8
members the highest.
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No. of Household

Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative

Percent

0 30 10.0 10.0 10.0

1 6 2.0 2.0 12.0

2 27 9.0 9.0 21.0

3 42 14.0 14.0 35.0

4 34 11.3 11.3 46.3

5 26 8.7 8.7 55.0

6 47 15.7 15.7 70.7

7 34 11.3 11.3 82.0

8 44 14.7 14.7 96.7

9 10 3.3 3.3 100.0

Valid

Total 300 100.0 100.0

The table below shows the number of working people in a family, most of the
families rely on one working person only (84%). Considering that the numbers of
a house hold ranging from 6-8 people as appeared from the previous table only a
small proportion of the population are in work.
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No of working people

Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative

Percent

1 252 84.0 84.0 84.0

2 25 8.3 8.3 92.3

3 5 1.7 1.7 94.0

4 10 3.3 3.3 97.3

8 8 2.7 2.7 100.0

Valid

Total 300 100.0 100.0

Unemployed(different size household)

Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative

Percent

0 4 1.3 1.3 1.3

1 46 15.3 15.3 16.7

2 48 16.0 16.0 32.7

3 37 12.3 12.3 45.0

4 28 9.3 9.3 54.3

5 51 17.0 17.0 71.3

6 41 13.7 13.7 85.0

7 43 14.3 14.3 99.3

8 2 .7 .7 100.0

Valid

Total 300 100.0 100.0
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Job of the head of the family

Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative

Percent

Health 4 1.3 1.3 1.3

Government 10 3.3 3.3 4.7

Animal Production 31 10.3 10.3 15.0

Wood selling 255 85.0 85.0 100.0

Valid

Total 300 100.0 100.0

Daily income for the head of family (SDG)

Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative

Percent

1 - 5 61 20.3 20.3 20.3

6 -10 183 61.0 61.0 81.3

11-20 40 13.3 13.3 94.7

21-30 3 1.0 1.0 95.7

31-40 10 3.3 3.3 99.0

Valid

41-50 3 1.0 1.0 100.0
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Daily income for the head of family (SDG)

Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative

Percent

1 - 5 61 20.3 20.3 20.3

6 -10 183 61.0 61.0 81.3

11-20 40 13.3 13.3 94.7

21-30 3 1.0 1.0 95.7

31-40 10 3.3 3.3 99.0

41-50 3 1.0 1.0 100.0

Total 300 100.0 100.0

The above table demonstrates that the highest daily income for the head of the family is
ranging between 6-10 SDG represent 61% from the selected survey samples.

Daily Expenses (SDG)

Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative

Percent

None 2 .7 .7 .7

1 – 5 225 75.0 76.0 76.7

6 -10 56 18.7 18.9 95.6

11-15 13 4.3 4.4 100.0

Valid

Total 296 98.7 100.0

Missing 4 1.3

Total 300 100.0

The above table shows that 75% of the households have daily expenses of 1-5
SDG.

Women daily income (SDG)

Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative

Percent

None 146 48.7 49.3 49.3

1 – 5 113 37.7 38.2 87.5

6 -10 37 12.3 12.5 100.0

Valid

Total 296 98.7 100.0

Missing 4 1.3

Total 300 100.0

The above table illustrates the women's daily income; 48% of women have no

income and those who have daily income, 37.7% have an income which ranges

from 1-5 SDG daily.
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Women sources of income

Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative

Percent

None 91 30.3 30.7 30.7

Handicraft 92 30.7 31.1 61.8

Animal Production 97 32.3 32.8 94.6

Other 16 5.3 5.4 100.0

Valid

Total 296 98.7 100.0

Missing 4 1.3

Total 300 100.0

The above table confirms nearly one third (30%) of women have no source of
individual income; with 32.3% have income from animal production.

The below table explains the percentage of working women; 55.3% of them are
not working, while 33.7% of them are working in other professions; the majority
work in handicraft business as was found out in the focus group discussion

Woman's work

Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative

Percent

None 166 55.3 56.1 56.1

Education 4 1.3 1.4 57.4

Health 25 8.3 8.4 65.9

Other 101 33.7 34.1 100.0

Valid

Total 296 98.7 100.0

Missing 4 1.3

Total 300 100.0
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The above table gives details of other sources of income for women, 73% have no
other sources of income and organisations represent a small percentage as other
source of income for women (10%).

Total of income

Other sources of income for women

Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative

Percent

None 219 73.0 74.5 74.5

Gift 4 1.3 1.4 75.9

Son/Daughter work 3 1.0 1.0 76.9

Organisation (Donation) 30 10.0 10.2 87.1

Other 38 12.7 12.9 100.0

Valid

Total 294 98.0 100.0

Missing 6 2.0

Total 300 100.0



37

Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative

Percent

0 21 7.0 9.1 9.1

20 5 1.7 2.2 11.3

30 2 .7 .9 12.2

60 7 2.3 3.0 15.2

75 2 .7 .9 16.1

80 5 1.7 2.2 18.3

90 13 4.3 5.7 23.9

100 4 1.3 1.7 25.7

110 2 .7 .9 26.5

120 36 12.0 15.7 42.2

130 8 2.7 3.5 45.7

140 1 .3 .4 46.1

150 88 29.3 38.3 84.3

160 4 1.3 1.7 86.1

170 2 .7 .9 87.0

180 2 .7 .9 87.8

200 11 3.7 4.8 92.6

220 3 1.0 1.3 93.9

240 2 .7 .9 94.8

300 12 4.0 5.2 100.0

Valid

Total 230 76.7 100.0

Missing 70 23.3

Total 300 100.0

Expenses

Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative

Percent

Water 5 1.7 1.7 1.7

All 295 98.3 98.3 100.0

Valid

Total 300 100.0 100.0


